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W
hat’s the most 
out s tand ing 
m e m o r y  o f 

2009?  As with any ques-
tion of this nature, it all 
depends on your point 
of view.

Certainly for the Canary Is-

lands there were a few notable 

events, some positive, some 

not so favourable that stood 

out during the 12 months that 

made up 2009.  

With the rest of the world 

we are watching and waiting 

to see how bad the Swine flu 

pandemic will get and how 

seriously it will affect the 

islands.  Since the middle of 

November people in high risk 

groups are being vaccinated 

throughout Spain and the 

Canaries.  A number of deaths 

from the flu did occur in the 

islands late in the summer, but 

there, as yet, has been no real 

swine flu scare reported from 

any parts of the archipelago. 

And while some might coun-

ter that our moderate weather 

would exclude us from the 

worst of the outbreaks, the 

high numbers of tourists 

arriving from Northern Eu-

rope, potentially carrying the 

infection, balances out that 

argument somewhat.

The other international 

affliction was of course the 

economic crisis, which has af-

fected Spain and the Canaries 

quite badly.  Companies have 

closed all over the islands, but 

it is hoped that the worst may 

now be behind us.

There were many things 

to brighten our days though, 

and throughout the first half 

of the year the consistent 

winning ways of CD Tenerife, 

the island’s football side, kept 

minds off sourer matters.  

When the side, justifiably, 

won promotion to La Liga, 

joy was unconfined, the rush 

to buy season tickets un-

precedented, with individual 

heroes too many to name, 

save the special place local 

player Cristo Marrero earned 

in the hearts of thousands of 

02 03

07

10 11
   Goodbyes
• Stephen Jones
• Jaime Willis
• The many who left as 
a result of the economic 
crisis

   Celebrations
• CD Tenerife in La Liga
• The inauguration of the
   GTC

   Concerts
• Rod Stewart
• Gloria Estefan
• The Pretenders

   Special guests
• The Spanish King and 
Queen
• The Clash of the Titans 
crew
• Sarah Darwin
• Organisers of the World
   Cheese Awards
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