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big name stars. Santa Cruz
hosted Gloria Estefan and
Chrissie Hynde and The
Pretenders among others,
and will see out the old year
and bring in the new with sell
out performances of Mamma
Mia! in the Auditorio.

Theislands are also in line
for a more cinematic boost
when the blockbuster remake
of Clash of the Titans, star-
ring Liam Neeson and Ralph
Fiennes, is released.

With some of the spectacu-
lar scenes shot here, using
our volcanic landscapes and
seascapes as dramatic back-
drops, the Canaries will be
seen in major cinemas around
the world, and if the trailers
are anything to go by, Warner
Brothers have a hit on their
hands. The release date is
currently listed as March
2010. Super Grover and a
cast of hundreds from Sesame

Street as well as Disney’s
Princesses on ice were also
welcome guests to the Canar-
ies, as was Sarah Darwin, a
great great granddaughter of
Charles, and currently work-
ing on an around the world
seaftrip, retracing her famous
ancestor’s route, to discover
the current state of the spe-
cies, and how we as humans
are working with our world.
Spain’s King Juan Carlos
and Queen Sofia were here
too, their main stop being
the official inauguration of
the GTC, the world’s largest
telescope, finally unveiled
at the Roque de los Mucha-
chos in La Palma. The new
telescope can see further
and more clearly than any
of its predecessors and with
international applications is
being used world wide to see
into the realms beyond.
Somewhat more down to

earth, but for many still out
of this world, were the Lam-
borghinis that were spotted
cruising theisland of Tenerife

in March.

They were here for the
presentation of the Gallardo
LP560-4 Spyder, the latest
model, on display for a week
at the Gran Melia Palacio

de Isora.

In travel news there was a
big welcome for the opening
up of a direct flight line to
the United States, with the
Tenerife-Miami link finally
areality. Inter-island travel-
lers too were glad when the
issue of who would take over
the San Sebastian — Playa
Santiago-Valle Gran Rey sea
route was resolved, with the
Fred Olsen Benchi Express
winning the contract and re-

suming the vital service.

Dairy dilettantes were
delighted to welcome the




