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S
pain’s Supreme 

Court has finally 

brought to an end 

the long-running com-

pensation case involving 

twins from Gran Canaria 

who were split up due to 

a hospital mix-up nearly 

four decades ago.

As reported extensively in 

Island Connections in May 

2008, the identical twins 

were separated at birth in 

March 1973 when staff at 

the El Pino Hospital in Las 

Palmas mistakenly handed 

over to their parents one of 

the two girls and another 

baby girl born about the 

same time. All three babies 

had been under observation 

in incubators immediately 

after their births. 

The bizarre bungle only 

came to light when a shop as-

sistant in Las Palmas served 

a woman she was convinced 

was a close friend and was 

puzzled that the latter did not 

acknowledge her.  Hurt by 

the snub, she later called her 

friend only to learn that the 

woman had not been to the 

shop.  By coincidence, the 

mystery shopper returned 

a few days later to exchange 

the clothes purchased and 

was confronted by the sales 
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assistant about her iden-

tity.  The assistant later 

introduced the two identical 

women, who were amazed 

at the similarities in their 

voices, mannerisms and the 

way they walked.

Following their dramatic 

reunion, all three women 

affected by the bungle sued 

the Canarian Health Service, 

which refused to pay com-

pensation on the grounds 

that the guilty hospital was 

run by the Spanish Minis-

try of Health at the time.  

However, after a series of 

appeals the Supreme Court 

has now awarded €900,000 

to the twins to compensate 

them for the trauma of their 

separation.

The 
court has 
awarded 
the twins 
€900,000

One of the twins has need-

ed extensive psychological 

help since the life-shattering 

discovery.  Her lawyer said 

she had been, “deprived of 

her identity for her entire 

life and missed out on the 

chance to live with her bio-

logical family due to a mas-

sive blunder by the hospital.  

Her real father died before 

the mistake was discovered.  

It’s much more than just 

psychological damage.”
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Valencia 
flights

Following the success 
of last Autumn’s launch 
of the Gran Canaria to 
Valencia flights, the Bar-
celona based airline, 
Vueling, are now offer-
ing flights from Tenerife 
North airport to this glo-
rious western Mediter-
ranean city.

Starting on March 29th, 
the new flights will operate 
on Tuesday and Saturdays 
and current prices are from 
39 euros per flight including 
taxes.  The Gran Canaria 
flights also operate twice a 
week on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. Vueling began 
operations in July 2004 
with the idea of offering a 
good service at competitive 
prices and their services 
have now been used by 25 
million passengers since the 
inaugural flight. Following 
the merger with Clickair last 
July, the airline now operates 
a fleet of 31 Airbus A 320s 
and is present in 45 airports, 
using as a general rule the 
major airports rather than 
secondary services including 
those of Barcelona, Madrid, 
Seville, Malaga, Bilbao and 
Valencia.


