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ELECTROCRIS:
Large/small
domestic electrical
items and
electronic goods.

FERROCRIS:
Lighting,
household goods,
presents, knick-
knacks, décor.
Relaxation
(mattresses, sofas,
bases and
accessories).
Hardware and
machinery, DIY,
paints and wood.

Outstanding Customer Service
We speak your language!

C/ Ramujo 3, 4, 5 . Cabo Blanco 
(beside Mercadona)

Tel: 922 72 19 91 . 922 72 14 69

C.C. Abora . Playa Las Américas
(opposite El Camisón)

Tel: 922 78 77 00

C OC S

Great offers
       now on at

C/ Juan XXIII, 18 • Los Cristianos

C/ Gral. Franco, 40 • Los Cristianos

JEWELLERY, FIGURINES, SUNGLASSES, WATCHES
The one stop shop for all your jewellery needs
JEWELLERY, FIGURINES, SUNGLASSES, WATCHES
The one stop shop for all your jewellery needs

All types of designs and repairs
carried out in minimum time

Open 10am - 10.30pm
C/ Juan XXIII, 13 • Los Cristianos

Tel. 922 796 983 · 922 796 873
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TenerifeGeneral

I
saac Valencia, nation-

alist mayor in La Oro-

tava, is beginning to 

see his dream of turning 

the town into a university 

campus one day an inch 

closer.

In December councillors 

voted in favour of reclassify-

ing land at the heart of the 

town so that the university 

could be built on it.  Both 

the opposition socialist and 

conservative groups support 

the project, believing the 

university would provide a 

much needed economic boost 

P
edro Padrón, a resi-

dent in the heart of 

La Orotava, is a self 

taught airline pilot who 

takes off from a runway 

in his garage.

In fact it he has built himself 

a home made flight simulator 

of a Boeing 737 and flies all 

over the world.  Pedro is a 

T
he world’s first ever 

centre for the study 

of primates was situ-

ated in the Orotava valley 

just outside Puerto de la 

Cruz. 

It was founded by German 

scientist, Wolfgang Köhler, in 

1913 in what is known as the 

yellow house.  That building 

has been in a state of ruin for 

many years and there has 

been periodic pressure on 

local authorities for it to be 

LA OROTAVA

University news

 Valencia is admired for getting 
things done

to a town whose traders have 

to compete with the giant 

commercial centres in the 

Orotava valley.  They envisage 

over three thousand students 

seeking accommodation and 

shopping in town. They also 

realise that the development 

of a university will mean one 

or two construction firms and 

related industries will give 

employment to hundreds 

of people currently out of 

work.

The European university 

of the Canary Islands, as it is 

already being referred to, is to 

cost an estimated €35million.  

The left wing and vociferous 

Ipo party in La Orotava is 

against the project.  It says 

it does not want a private 

university which will only 

benefit those who can afford 

the fees.  The group, always 

accusing the mayor of having 

ulterior motives for his big 

projects, thinks the university 

also aims to please some of 

Isaac Valencia’s supposed 

construction firm buddies.  

Nevertheless, like his ways 

or not, ordinary folk at least 

think they have a politician 

at the helm who actually gets 

things done. 

PRIMATE STUDY

The yellow ruin
expropriated and restored.

The University of La Laguna 

has spent 17 years trying to 

persuade the authorities to 

turn it into a museum for 

psychology and primatology 

and current nationalist mayor 

in Puerto de la Cruz, Mar-

cos Brito is believed to have 

agreed to save the building as 

far back as 2004.  In June 2004 

the Wolfgang Köhler asso-

ciation, very much a regional 

organisation, also called for 

the house to be compulsory 

purchased.  Since 1918 it has 

actually belonged also to the 

British Yeoward family who 

own the banana plantations 

around it.  It is thought they 

partially demolished the yel-

low house in 1994 and that 

after a complicated legal bat-

tle the house was declared 

a place of historic interest.  

The association insists that 

implies the building should 

be restored or handed over 

to the town council. Wolfgang 

Köhler was a psychologist who 

began his study of primates 

in Tenerife and then gained 

considerable repute in the 

USA to where he emigrated 

after publicly criticising Hitler.  

But his time in the Orotava 

valley, coinciding with the war, 

was also shrouded in mystery 

after the British accused him 

of spying for the Germans and 

helping control U-boat move-

ments in the Atlantic.

NORTHERN CHARACTER

Garage runway
scientist.  He wanted to be 

a pilot ever since he was a 

boy and his father took him 

to watch aeroplanes land and 

take off at Los Rodeos airport. 

In those days there was no 

such thing as a south airport 

in Tenerife and he was im-

pressed by early French made 

Caravelle jets roaring into 

the sky. But Pedro resigned 

himself to study chemistry 

as his parents could never 

have afforded flying lessons 

and he began to work on his 

garage simulator in the 1990s 

with early computer flying 

programmes.  One thing led 

to another and he started de-

signing and building his own 

cockpit with control systems, 

instrument panels and other 

cabin gadgets.  His brother 

Adolfo is a carpenter and took 

eight months to build him the 

cockpit shell.  Flying in and 

out of the garage to almost 

all of the airports around the 

world, Pedro has put in over 

2,000 flying hours.

News in Brief

Glass recycling

Catering trade 
campaign

The Cabildo of Tenerife and Ecovidrio, a 
non profit making organisation which manages 
the recycling of glass in Spain, have joined 
forces to create a campaign to stimulate the 
recycling of glass within the catering trade on 
the island.  

Hotels, bars and restaurants generate 48 per cent 
of glass refuse in the market and for this reason, 
during December 215 containers have been installed 
specifically for them, to make it easy for catering 
employees to recycle unwanted glass.

In the first phase, the University of La Laguna 
undertook a study to identify the areas with the 
greatest concentration of these establishments which 
were then visited to be asked to collaborate with the 
programme.  Once it was known exactly how many 
would be joining, a total of 1,665 establishments, 
1,895 containers, each on wheels and with a capacity 
for 120 litres, were distributed.  All glass deposited 
in recycling containers is used to manufacture 
new bottles and jars, bringing with it numerous 
environmental benefits.

Cultural heritage

Church 
restoration

The second phase of the project for the 
restoration of the lovely old church of Santo 
Domingo de Guzmán in San Cristóbal de La 
Laguna has now been approved.

The estimated total cost of the work is €1.19 
million and includes the removal and substitution of 
the tiled roof and repairing the wooden structures.  
The church was founded by Father Mendoza on 
May 13, 1522 and is associated with the Dominican 
convent next door.  The entrance and nave are the 
oldest parts of the building which was extended with 
various chapels at a later date.  There are murals of 
note painted in the 20th century by Mariano Cossío 
and Antonio González Suárez and some important 
pieces of silverwork.  It was classified as a cultural 
interest asset in 1986.  La Laguna was declared a 
World Heritage site by Unesco in 1999.

Los Silos

Seaside walks
The already spectacular maritime walk along 

the coast of Los Silos is to be extended.
The work to make the area safe and comfortable to 

enjoy has been given to Contrasa Norte with a budget 
of €120,750.  The works are taking place under the 
umbrella of the TE.NO 2015 project.


