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TRANSPORT

News in Brief

Moving home ? ... Call
Est. 1988

The specialists in Worldwide Relocation Services
Full member of the British Association of Removers

Secure 24hr surveillance storage facilities
Fine art / Antique specialists / Pet exportations /
Vehicle import & export
Weekly shared container service to the UK
Whether you are in the Canaries or the UK 
we will gladly carry out a free, no obligation survey and quotation

Tel: (34) 922 300 916 · Fax: (34) 922 300 360
E-mail: info@goworldwidesl.com.es  ·  Website: www.www.goworldwidesl.com.es 

Ringing from the UK?  Call 0844 598 7456

T
aking advantage 

of the visit of In-

eco (Engineering 

Transport and Finnace 

SA) President, Fernando 

Palau, and his Director 

General, Antonio Monfort, 

to the island, Ricardo 

Melchior, Tenerife council 

President, headed a brief 

press conference to give 

up to date information 

on the projects for the 

southern and northern 

train lines.

Ineco is a public com-

pany responsible directly to 

the Spanish Development 

Ministr y and considered 

a top company within the 

transport sector.  They have 

four decades of experience 

nationally and internation-

ally in the planning, design 

and development of various 

projects.  Employing 3,200 

experts directly, engineers, 

coordinators etc. they are, 

informed Melchior, “prob-

ably the biggest in the world 

in this field”.  Their role in the 

Tenerife projects is in draw-

ing up the initial plans for the 

routes of the trains, assist in 

putting them out to tender 

and, once the various sec-

tions of track and installations 

have been awarded to various 

contractors, coordinating the 

overall construction.

The plans for the northern 

train up to Los Realejos are 

currently on public display as 

are the plans for the exten-

sion of the southern train as 

far as Fonsalia.  Anybody who 

believes their property may 

be affected by either of the 

projects has a limited time 

to make their objections.  

Metropolitano, the umbrella 

light railway transport sys-

On Monday January 11th the British Ambas-
sador to Spain, Giles Paxman LVO, took part in 
the traditional ceremony of the Presentation of 
Ambassadorial Credentials to His Majesty King 
Juan Carlos I at the Royal Palace in Madrid.

Mr Paxman has already visited many parts of Spain, 
including the Canary Islands, since his appointment 
late last year. On taking up his appointment the 
Ambassador said, “I am incredibly honoured to be 
appointed as the British Ambassador to Spain. Whilst 
I thoroughly enjoyed my work in Mexico, Europe has 
a special appeal for me, and for my wife Ségolène, an 
Ambassador to Spain is without a doubt one of the 
best jobs in the Foreign Office.

“The relationship between Spain and Britain goes 
back 500 years, over which time we have built up 
close commercial, political and cultural ties. But 
whilst we have an excellent past, it’s the future we 
are all looking to, starting with Spain’s presidency of 
the European Union Council of Ministers. 

“It’s a new Europe thanks to the Treaty of Lisbon, 
and economic recovery and the follow-on from 
Copenhagen’s Climate Change Conference are at 
the top of the agenda. These are exciting times and 
I look forward tremendously to working with my 
counterparts in Spain during the months and years 
to come.” 

Tenerife trains

Carlos Alonso, Ricardo Melchior, Fernando Palao and Antonio Monfort (l-r)

Giles Paxman LVO

British Ambassador 
presents his 
credentials

King Juan Carlos receives the Ambassador’s credentials

tem company in Tenerife 

headed by Andrés Muñoz, 

are currently in talks with 

residents of La Laguna over 

the route that the train will 

take through their part of the 

island.  However the council-

lor for finance, Carlos Alonso, 

assured residents that there 

were various routes pro-

posed and that their criterion 

was to affect the minimum 

number of people possible.  

He underlined that for this 

reason and to protect areas 

of natural beauty, 50 per 

cent of the northern route 

was underground.  “Work-

ing on a plan with a scale of 

50,000:1, the route is just a 

line on a map, which is gradu-

ally refined,” he reassured, 

admitting however that some 

people would inevitably be 

affected, but it was far too 

soon to say how many.

Melchior affirmed that the 

projects were going ahead, 

“step by step” at the expected 

rate and that the budget for 

this year is €10 million and 

Alonso confirmed that they 

hoped that the finance of 

€1,800 million for the south-

ern line would be agreed 

with central government this 

year.  Until final agreement 

is reached, no start date can 

be announced, although they 

hoped that work would begin 

next year and be finished 

within the expected seven 

years construction timespan.  

Four thousand people will 

be employed during the 

construction period and two 

hundred permanent jobs will 

be created on the finished 

railway routes.

Although the northern 

project is some way behind 

that of the south, Alonso 

claimed that there wouldn’t 

be much difference between 

the dates they were finally 

put into service as although 

it started later it is also much 

shorter.  In answer to criti-

cism from ecology groups 

Alonso stated his conviction 

that the environmental impact 

studies currently underway 

would be positive, not just in 

the construction phase but 

because the implantation of 

the trains would mean fewer 

roads, fewer accidents, less 

use of private vehicles and 

less CO2 emissions as the 

system would use renew-

able energy.  Information 

which would have been more 

comforting if Metropolitano 

hadn’t just been judged in 

12th place for the right to 

build and operate energy 

producing windmills to run 

its current tram system, 

when only the first 11 have 

been given the go ahead.  It 

would seem that it is more 

important that private com-

panies make more money 

than public companies save it.  

However Muñoz confirmed 

to our reporter that they 

would, “continue fighting” 

for their plans to install the 

windmills to supply their 

electricity needs.

The Tax Office in the Canaries says that the 
number of firms facing difficulties meeting their 
obligations has soared in the past year due to the 
recession. An estimated 40,000 businesses and 

Arrears

Businesses face tax 
problems

self-employed individuals 
applied to defer payment 
of their taxes to Hacienda, 
70 per cent more than in 
2008. The tax authorities 
say they are doing all they 
can to accommodate the 
requests and have agreed 
in many case to lighten 
the load by not insisting 
on bank guarantees for 
the arrears. Based in the South. Please contact us for your FREE estimates.  922 711 968

· Fully Fitted Kitchens  · Complete Bathrooms  · Extensions
· Renovations · Reforms · Tiling · Joinery · Plastering · Plumbing
· Tub Installation · Damp Proofing · Painting · Pools · Gardens

Every job in the home completed quickly and
properly by qualified tradesmen at a fair price!

BUILDING & RENOVATION

HOMEWORKS


