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News in Brief

The method chosen to 

distribute hundreds 

of thousands of low-energy 

light bulbs throughout the 

Canaries has been a dismal 

failure, the government has 

secretly admitted. 

Instead of delivering the 

bulbs directly to homes and 

businesses, the decision was 

taken to channel the distribu-

tion through the post office. 

Notices were sent to house-

holds with electricity bills 

All attempts by parents 

to block the teaching of 

the controversial Citizen-

ship subject in Canarian 

schools have failed, ac-

cording to an association 

set up to defend the par-

ents’ cases. 

As reported here, the in-

troduction of the subject to 

The clerk of Yaiza Council has some explaining to 
do after €56,000 in cash were found in his office. 

With the latest revelations in the media, the spotlight is 
fixed even more firmly on the town hall amid allegations 
of massive irregularities, including juicy backhanders from 
developers for planning permission. 

Clerk Vicente Fuentes’ office was searched several months 
ago but details of the stash of cash have emerged only 
recently. The money, in large denomination banknotes, was 
found by police in a folder in the office safe. Fuentes says it 
was payment received from a Canarian lawyer for assistance 
provided with cases and had nothing to do with his council 
role. However, the discovery has added fuel to suspicions 
that local politicians and officials have earned large sums 
as a result of helping hands. Fuentes was summoned a few 
months ago to explain permission granted by Yaiza to top 
architect Carlos Morales, who is related to the Queen of 
Spain, to build a luxury home in Puerto Calero.   

The Canarian government’s Say no to Winter 
Blues campaign has been voted the best advertising 
campaign of 2009 by a German newspaper. 

The initiative, which saw extensive  promotions launched 
throughout Europe (including in several football grounds), as 
well as a trip by a hundred young Canarians to Iceland to 
‘sell’ the Islands, was aimed at persuading people to take a 
holiday here to get away from the dark and gloom of winter 
in climates further north. 

Calling on tourists to ‘share the Canaries’ good fortune’, the 
campaign drew fire because of the expense and, according 
to critics, the poorly-targeted promotions. However, a 
German paper, the Berliner Morgenpost, disagrees and chose 
the initiative as the best of its kind last year. The decision 
was based on a vote by readers who were asked to take 
into account the originality and recall factor of a series of 
advertising campaigns. 

LIGHTS ON, NOBODY HOME?

EDUCATION CONTROVERSY

Citizenship 
challenges fail

Bulb initiative flops

 Most of the lightbulbs are 
sitting in storage in Correos

the curriculum generated 

a furious reaction, particu-

larly in private schools, who 

refused to accept that the 

government could dictate 

the content of the morals 

and values received by their 

children.  

The Citizenship syllabus 

contains controversial topics 

such as same-sex marriage 

and homosexuality, which 

some parents feel should be 

discussed in the home but 

not imposed in the classroom. 

However, over 250 individual 

challenges have already been 

dismissed by the Depart-

ment of Education and the 

region’s courts.  Although 

disappointed, the associa-

tion says parents have not 

given up hope that they can 

keep their children out of the 

classes. “In Castilla-León, the 

courts have upheld hundreds 

of challenges and the children 

do not have to attend the 

classes. The Canarian cases 

may go to the Supreme Court 

for a definitive ruling” said a 

spokeswoman. 

back in the autumn to pick up 

their bulbs from their nearest 

branch of Correos.  However, 

it has emerged that only 15 per 

cent of a first batch of nearly 

700,000 energy-saving bulbs 

has been collected, leaving 

over half a million idle and 

taking up valuable space in 

branches. Senior Correos staff 

are worried that they will be 

unable to cope when a second 

massive batch of bulbs arrives 

shortly. The measure is one of 

the flagship initiatives of the 

Spanish government to reduce 

electricity consumption and 

combat climate change but 

the 137 million euro cost has 

drawn fierce criticism from 

several quarters, who insist 

a direct delivery approach 

would be more successful. Not 

even a prime time ad featur-

ing Spain’s football team has 

served to encourage people 

to pick up the bulbs from 

Correos.    
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