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2,900€
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ITALIAN DESIGNER LUXURY LEATHER 3&2
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ALIAN DESIGNER LUXURY LEAT
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799€
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399€

CARRAVELLE TABLE & 4 CHAIRS
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WAS
190€ NOW

95€

BRAMWELL COFFEE TABLE

AS NOW

CARRAVELLE TABLE & 4 CH

WAS
190€ NOW
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WINDSOR 5FT BED FRAME

WAS
590 NOW

WINDSOR 5FT BED FRAME

WAS
1,390€ NOW

695€

OXFORD SUITE 3+2

WAS NOW

OXFORD SUITE 33+2

WAS
550€ NOW275€

GIANNI 5FT BED FRAME

WAS
550€ NOW

NI 5FT BED FRAME

HOMESTYLE DIRECT S.L.

QUALITY FURNITURE IMPORTERS

Up to 50% off beds, divans, mattress toppers & memory foam mattresses, 
bedside chests and wardrobes, dining sets, bar stools and sideboards...
plus big discounts off luxury bedding, pillows, sheets etc, mirrors, pictures, 
kitchenware, TV units, coffee tables, lamp tables and lots more...

50% offU
P 

TO

Offers end soon

BACKCARE SPECIALIST
CENTRE

WITH OVER 150 BEDS
IN STOCK available for
immediate delivery

Largest British furniture
supplier in the South
(1,400m2 display)

CALL NOW:
922 736 849
Call for directions to C/Ten-Bel,
manzana 35, Polígono Industrial
Las Chafiras, San Miguel,
Tenerife South. Near Iceland

Opening Hours:
Monday - Friday: 10am - 6pm

Saturday: 10am - 3pm

TenerifeGeneral

Las Américas

PUERTO POLITICS

T
 he political climate 

in Puerto de la Cruz 

in January contin-

ued to be as volatile as 

it was throughout 2009, 

with opponents being at 

each other’s throats or 

stirring up trouble in an 

effort to prevent efficient 

action whilst in bitter op-

position.

The threat of strikes by 

refuse collectors and staff 

working at the municipal 

bars, swimming pools and 

beach restaurants has been 

haunting the nationalist-

conservative allies in gov-

ernment.  The opposition 

socialists, still apparently 

unable to come to terms with 

their demise after the vote of 

no confidence last October, 

have been fanning the strike 

flames.  In their effort to pro-

mote industrial unrest they 

accused the mayor, Marcos 

Brito, of creating a blacklist 

of employees working for 

Tarajal, the refuse collec-

tion company contracted 

to keep the town tidy, who 

were socialist PSOE party 

supporters.  In fact Brito was 

quick to remind the socialist 

leader, Lola Padrón, that 29 

workers had actually accused 

her party of doing the very 

same thing last year.

To be fair on employees 

of both Tarajal and Ródano, 

the company contracted to 

run the cafes and restau-

rants, they were entitled to 

be desperate and annoyed.  

Both companies, initially 

contracted by the nationalists 

in 2007, have been in arrears 

with regards to paying sala-

ries.  The socialists appear to 

prefer to forget that massive 

debt problems at the town 

hall began years ago when 

their own party formed a 

company called Pamarsa 

to administer public serv-

ices.  The nationalists tried 

to reduce Pamarsa debts by 

putting the administration of 

certain services into private 

hands.  The PSOE socialist 

party have always been op-

posed to private companies 

running municipal services 

and are perhaps right to be 

critical of a hasty privatisation 

before they took over the 

council early in 2007.

The council is in serious 

danger of running out of 

money, even to pay staf f 

wages.  The economic crisis 

has hit the town very badly 

but the nationalists openly 

blame the previous socialist 

council of exacerbating the 

problem by spending for the 

sake of spending on social 

events, especially to satisfy 

minority groups with, for 

example, the introduction of 

Puerto’s Gay Week festival.  

They choose to forget the 

benefit of the pink pound and 

the possible tourist draw if the 

event becomes a success.

With regards to the threat-

ened strikes, the council 

has been doing its best to 

reduce tensions and, above 

all, to negotiate with the two 

companies responsible for 

the refuse collection and the 

public cafes and restaurants.  

Tarajal has received an in-

jection of funds, which the 

finance councillor, Sandra 

Rodriguez, worked hard to 

find.  This made it possible to 

please the workforce and to 

avoid another rubbish strike 

for the time being.  There 

also appeared to be some 

initial satisfaction regarding 

a package put on the table to 

protect jobs at the municipal 

beach cafes and restaurants.  

The idea was for the council, 

to think again and to regain 

control of the beach cafes 

whilst Ródano maintained 

the administration of the 

Dinámico café on the main 

square.  In fact the deal is 

not at all straightforward as it 

requires bank loans and guar-

antees and concessions to the 

owners of Ródano.  Besides, 

as evidenced by the protests 

organised in front of the town 

hall in January, the unions, 

who back the ousted socialist 

group, were insisting that the 

package should also include 

the Dinámico or, in other 

words, that the nationalists 

should do a complete U-turn.  

The unions proclaimed that 

the nationalist-conservative 

government did not care 

a hoot about the workers.  

However in this climate it is 

inconceivable that anyone 

would not want to protect 

jobs as a necessary step to 

avoid further strikes and 

political complications.  At 

the same time, although the 

consequences of the cur-

rent economic crisis make 

life almost impossible for 

the governing allies, many 

seem to feel this teething 

industrial unrest could have 

been avoided if the national-

ists had not implemented 

privatisations back in 2007.  

The affair could well become 

even more complicated in the 

coming weeks.

Strikes 
and

blacklists

LOLA PADRÓN 
WAS REMINDED 
THAT HER PARTY 
WAS ALSO 
ACCUSED OF 
BLACKLISTING

“If you ever want to see your car again...”

‘Carnapper’ 
arrested

A man who stole a car and then contacted 
the owner with an offer to sell it back to him 
has been arrested in the south of the island. 

Within days of the theft in the Playa de Las Américas 
area earlier this month, the owner received a ransom 
demand for €400 for the safe return of his vehicle. 
However, instead of complying he contacted the local 
Civil Guard station and reported the bizarre extortion 
attempt.  The car was later recovered without 
payment and the culprit charged with theft. It is not 
known whether the recovery was made as a result of 
a trap set for the thief or was located by police during 
routine investigations.      


