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Street theatre
threatened

e governing alli-
ance in Puerto de
la Cruz is in the

difficult position of hav-
ing to decide where to
cut spending in order to
protect the council’s fragile
economic situation.

Warnings from the council
in January suggested that
the council is on the verge
of running out of cash even
to pay its own employees.
The councillor in charge of
cultural activities, Juan Carlos
Marrero, told reporters that
due to over-spending by his
predecessors in 2009, the
council might have to spend

43 per cent less on fiestas
and socio-cultural events in
2010. Thereis clearly aneed
to reduce costs in order to
survive and the government
is forced to take unpopular
steps. Unfortunately, even
when motives are not sectar-
ian or ideological, nobody
is grateful even if common
sense prevails over policy.
There are three cultural at-
tractions in the spotlight and
possibly under the guillotine.
One is Puerto’s Gay Week,
an eventintroduced last year
in an attempt to bring in the
pink pound. The new ruling
group has already announced
itisno longer on the agenda.

It was not a difficult decision
and was probably taken for
ideological and not economic
reasons.

The popular
street theatre
event may be
cancelled

However, the council has
also suggested the need to
omit the Ecological Cinema
and Street Theatre festivals
from this year’s cultural cal-
endar. The decision is not at

all ideological but based on
a desperate need for cash at
the town hall. It'salso avery
easy decision to criticise.
After all the street theatre
festival isimmensely popular,
and has become a tradition
which attracts thousands of
visitors every year and would
attract even more if properly
publicised. Councillor Mar-
rero argues that nobody is
going to starve if the theatre
is omitted temporarily, but
that people will not receive
salaries and will struggle to
maintain families if funds are
not found somewhere to fill
the council’s cash box.
Independent Socialist
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Councillor, Jaime Coello,
believes it would be difficult
to resuscitate the street thea-
tre tradition in the future if
it is forced to find another
venue in these times of eco-
nomic crisis. In other words,
he thinks that omitting the
crowd-pulling attraction in
2010 will cost Puerto dearly in
the future. The councilis also
facing opposition from social

sectors in Puerto which are
using Facebook and street
demonstrations to show their
discontent against the pos-
sible elimination of both the
street theatre and ecological
cinema events. Faced with
such strong opposition the
new allies may well have to
lick their wounds, put on a
brave face and look for cash
elsewhere.

Puerto de la Cruz

Municipal pool

from all sides.

Users of the municipal
swimming baths have be-
gun to protest about the
state of the pool and how
cold the water is when
the swimming pool is sup-
posed to be heated. One
member of a local swim-
ming club complained
that they had not been
able to use the pool dur-
ing all the fine weather
in December because of
a lack of hygiene main-
tenance and because the
pool water was too cold.
She told reporters all the
council could say was
that the heaters were
old. Like other members
who pay their member-
ship fees, she didn’t think
very much of that excuse.
According to the coun-
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cil the problem has since
been sorted out, and
the pool water has been
reaching a temperature
26°C.

However councillor
Juan Carlos Marrero did
admit that the two heat-
ers were 33 years old.
Putting the blame clearly
on the previous social-
ist administration he said
the heaters were due to
be replaced during reno-
vation works in 2007 but
that the previous council
failed to do so. He hoped
there would be money for
new heaters to heat the
two pools in the anti-crisis
national E-Plan which pro-
vides emergency works
funding for local councils
to create jobs.

Credit card fraud

to nearly €42,000.

Travel swindle

e Police in Puerto de la Cruz arrested a 55 year
old travel agent at the end of January who is
alleged to have obtained €3,000 fraudulently
from one of his clients.

Investigations began when the client noticed various
sums of money being withdrawn from his bank account
through charges on his credit card. Presuming that
he was being swindled he reported the matter to the
police who, with help from the bank, traced the money
transfers to a travel agent the client had used in a
particular travel agency. It has since been revealed that
the same travel agency employee had been denounced
previously for similar offences. Although he had not
previously been charged the agent is believed to have
been accused in the past for a similar fraud amounting




