
17ISLAND CONNECTIONS  ::  EDITION 610 :: 12/02/2010 - 26/02/2010

MORE FOR LESS

Situated in the centre of Los Gigantes.
Household goods, electrical goods, 
lighting, stationary and much much 

more, all at low low prices.
New and different stock arriving every 

month.

AVENIDA JOSÉ GONZALEZ FORTE, LOS GIGANTES

+ Dra. Camelia Nela Sasu
Col Nº 38/4096

Avda Marítima, C.C. Seguro El Sol, Local 25, Playa de la Arena
(Opposite the Black Sand Beach) • Tel. 922 86 20 81 • Fax 922 86 10 50

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CENTRE - CENTRO MÉDICO INTERNACIONAL - INTERNATIONALES ÄRZTEZENTRUM

24 Hours Emergency Service:
CALL (0034) 609 24 50 24 / 671 61 58 13

ENGLISH SPOKEN - WIR SPRECHEN DEUTSCH - SI PARLA ITALIANO - NOUS PARLONS FRANCAIS

SouthWest

T
he already inad-

equate chemist 

service in Guía de 

Isora and Santiago del 

Teide is about to become 

much worse.

Under a new regulation, 

formalised in May of last year 

and about to come into opera-

tion, the evening, weekend 

and holiday services offered 

by the chemists in Santiago 

del Teide will now cease as 

there is no emergency health 

service in the area, so anyone 

who becomes ill there from 

9pm onwards will now have 

to go to Guía de Isora for their 

medicine.

The governing group in 

Guía de Isora has urged the 

Health Department of the 

Canarian Government to 

adopt objective measures 

that they consider adequate 

to sort out the loss of phar-

N
ot a drop to drink 

indeed as the row 

over the new desal-

ination plant in Tamaimo, 

now out of action for al-

most two years, continues 

to simmer.

The plant, which at the time 

the funds were requested and 

it was built was declared, “an 

installation of primary neces-

sity” for the area to improve 

the urban and agricultural 

water supply, was finally 

inaugurated in 2005.  

The idea was to improve 

the quality of the water in 

the zone which has a high 

concentration of silica.  The 

plant can produce 2,400 cubic 

Inocencio Doble, so-
cialist councillor for San-
tiago del Teide has ratified 
his official complaints in 
the Arona courts over 
allegations of violence 
and threats on the part 
of two local policemen 
from Santiago del Teide 
and one national police-
man from the southern national police station.  
Both the councillor and his lawyer have indicated that, 
“there have to be other people implicated of much more 
importance in the police hierarchy and with authority 
over those who have been accused”.  Doble claims that 
after he asked for official enquiries to be made into the 
working of the police department in Santiago del Teide, 
his family received death threats, that there was an illegal 
policy enquiry into his possessions, insults in the street, 
harassment to his family and neighbours and amongst 
other things four consecutive traffic fines.

The mayor of Santiago del Teide 
recently assisted in the presenta-
tion of the winners of the II San-
tiago del Teide Tapas Route. Also 
present was Sebastián Escuela, 
president of ASEMTIEDE, the lo-
cal association of commerce and 
business representatives. The overall 

winner of the competition, picking up 
a commemorative diploma and win-
ning €300 in publicity was the Tasca 
Señorío del Valle, La Casa Del Patio. 
In second place was the Restaurante 
Café Jardin Flor del Drago and in third 
the Tasca Sabor Español in the Hotel 
Barceló Santiago.

metres of safe water per day 

from sea water, however the 

cost of the water produced 

there has meant the closure 

of the installation.

However after production 

was halted in 2008, in October 

of last year it was understood 

from sources in the Island 

Water Council, that the right 

to operate the plant was once 

again in the process of paper-

work being prepared to be 

sent out to tender.  To date 

no official announcement has 

been made.

The cost of the plant, out of 

public funds, was €3,830,000 

and so far the Island Water 

Council has given no expla-

nation as to why the plant 

has not yet been put out to 

tender.  A Santiago del Teide 

councillor for the opposition 

socialist group, Inocencio 

Doble, has requested expla-

nations over the future of 

this installation from both 

the governing group at the 

council and from the Island 

council and heavily criticised 

the fact that a plant which cost 

so much in public funding, 

“has practically never been 

in operation”.  He added re-

cently, “it’s an absurdity and 

a complete disgrace that they 

have spent taxpayers’ money 

for nothing”.

EMERGENCY PHARMACIES

Bitter pills
macological services in the 

Santiago del Teide and Guía 

de Isora areas, or, “at least 

to re-establish the previous 

situation”.  They believe that 

the chemist service in their 

borough and in neighbouring 

Santiago del Teide, leaves 

much to be desired, is far 

from adequate for the popula-

tion and doesn’t offer equal 

conditions of accessibility.  

They insist that apart from 

the lack of chemist establish-

ments, the emergency serv-

ices are insufficient to attend 

properly to the populations in 

the two boroughs.

The distribution of the 

population in both boroughs 

doesn’t help of course, di-

vided as they are between 

coastal towns and villages 

and the hillside municipali-

ties, but up to now there has 

been one chemist open on 

the coast and another in the 

town.  Now residents in the 

Valle de Santiago or in Guía 

de Isora town may have to 

travel to Playa San Juan or 

Alcalá to find a chemist on 

emergency service or vice 

versa.  The Guía councillors 

have also requested that the 

appropriate measures are 

taken so that the chemists’ 

shops in Tejina and Piedra 

Hincada are able to open.  

In the last revision of the 

pharmacy services in the 

Canaries, both places were 

considered apt for a chemist 

shop but neither has so far 

been awarded to a qualified 

chemist. In times when we 

are constantly told that we 

pay more for our holidays and 

the right to live here because 

of better security and health 

care, it seems ludicrous that 

residents and visitors cannot 

even buy over the counter 

medicines without long and 

awkward journeys, especially 

for those without their own 

vehicle, and even less have 

necessary prescriptions dis-

pensed with ease and speed 

in a local chemist, no matter 

what the time of night or day.  

Illnesses don’t use a watch.
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