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· Fully Fitted Kitchens  · Complete Bathrooms  · Extensions
· Renovations · Reforms · Tiling · Joinery · Plastering · Plumbing
· Tub Installation · Damp Proofing · Painting · Pools · Gardens

Every job in the home completed quickly and
properly by qualified tradesmen at a fair price!

BUILDING & RENOVATION

HOMEWORKS

VICTIMS WRITE TO GORDON BROWN

T
his year’s Santa Cruz 

Carnaval Queen only 

knew she would be 

competing in the contest 

a couple of weeks before 

the big event which has 

changed her life dramati-

cally over the past few 

days. 

In an exclusive interview 

with Island Connections, 23-

year-old half-Irish medical 

student Alicia San Juan-Mc-

Nulty described her hectic 

lifestyle since she was voted 

among a dozen glamorous 

contestants to represent the 

world-famous Carnaval for 

the coming year, a job that 

will involve a string of com-

mitments, including possible 

promotional travel to other 

countries. Alicia, who ticked 

all the boxes in terms of the 

requirements of Leo Mar-

tínez, the renowned designer 

who created the stunning 

Alice in Wonderland costume 

worn for the live TV Gala, 

revealed that she only saw 

the massive work of art on 

the actual day. “I had seen bits 

and pieces and tried on some 

of the heavier parts to make 

sure I could cope. But I never 

saw the full version until the 

final rehearsal. It was massive 

and weighed around 325 kilos 

in all according to the media, 

so it was just as well it had 

wheels underneath to allow 

me to move around in it. All 

my gym training at the Body 

Factory came in handy also”. 

Alicia came to the designer’s 

attention through contacts at 

a Santa Cruz event marketing 

agency for which she works 

occasionally. Someone sug-

gested to Martínez, who had 

been commissioned by the 

El Día newspaper to design 

the outfit and find the right 

person to wear it, that he 

should look at her because 

she seemed to fit the bill.  

“He was on the look-out for 

someone of northern or cen-

tral European complexion, to 

fit the Alice in Wonderland 

archetype. My name is Alice 

also, which was an added 

bonus, and obviously with 

my family background I 

can speak English, which is 

needed for promotion work 

for the carnaval. I got a call 

to go and see him and got the 

job, as it were, just a week 

before the official presenta-

tion of the contestants”.

The night of the Gala it-

self remains something of a 

blur for Alicia, who admits 

she didn’t think she had 

won. The girls had been told 

beforehand that the organis-

ers would know the results 

minutes before the official 

jury verdict was publicly 

announced and they would 

be discreetly rearranged to 

ensure the Queen would be 

positioned correctly for the 

media frenzy. “I was being 

pushed to one side so I was 

convinced someone else had 

been picked. I stood there 

just enjoying the occasion 

and even began waving to my 

family and friends, thinking 

‘well, that’s it all over’. I didn’t 

even hear my name properly 

because of the poor acoustics 

on stage but I thought I 

caught the word McNulty. 

Since there was only one of 

us with that name…. I was 

so excited I even forgot I had 

this massive outfit on and I 

bumped into a girl standing 

near me as I began to walk 

for ward! Within seconds 

I was confronted by a big 

wall of photographers and 

TV cameras”.

Since then, Alicia’s life has 

literally been taken over by 

her engagements, including 

three big Parades, a host of 

official lunches and dinners 

and even a presence at the 

First Division game between 

Tenerife and Majorca, where 

she was called on to perform 

the honorary kick-off.  “I am 

hoping that, since I brought 

them luck, they will keep up 

the momentum of nice ges-

tures with a ticket to see my 

favourite team, Real Madrid, 

this week-end” she joked. 

The special team jersey with 

her name on the back and 

club scarf are just two of the 

gifts she has received from 

hosts and sponsors. “I have 

so many bouquets of flowers 

we have run out of vases at 

home to keep them in. I have 

also been given ear-rings and 

a necklace as thanks for at-

tending Carnaval functions 

in, for example, the island’s 

Yacht Club.”  Not that she 

will become rich through 

her royal role. A cash prize of 

just over a thousand euros is 

the only reward, but she may 

have to wait to get it judging 

by payment delays suffered 

by past Queens.

The constant rushing 

around is the only downside 

suffered thus far by the new 

Queen, who admits to being 

very tired, particularly during 

the first week, when she got 

virtually no sleep. “You are 

inevitably exploited a little 

and have to go all over the 

place for media interviews 

and functions. Apart from the 

first day or two, when a press 

officer organised the diary, 

I have been left to look after 

myself, which often means 

making my own decisions, 

not to say my own arrange-

ments to get, say, to Puerto 

de la Cruz, where El Día TV 

is based. My car broke down 

the first day and I have been 

using my Mum’s since then. 

Luckily she went away to 

Alicante for a few days but 

now she is back it will get 

more difficult. Someone told 

me my predecessor last year 

had the occasional use of a 

sponsor’s car so maybe I will 

get one also!”

However, the only nega-

tive is more than offset by 

the massive positives gained 

from being Queen, “a fantas-

tic experience” according to 

Alicia: ‘It sounds like a cliché 

maybe, but you really do get 

treated like a queen; people 

Alice’s Wonderland

What it’s like being 
‘Carnaval’ Queen

By Karl McLaughlin
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