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Back to school

How was your day?
It’s that time of year again when
children have to say goodbye to
the glorious summer holidays
and knuckle down once again
to their school work.
Younger children may still find
it hard returning to school after
so long away, and for those just
starting out there is a lot to get
used to in the new and, possibly, startling big world.
No matter what their age
though, for your own peace of
mind, you would love them to
tell you every detail of their
day – so you know it’s alright,
they don’t have any problems
and that they are happy in
their school. But what happens
when you ask questions and all
you receive for a reply is a few
short words that don’t tell you
what’s really going on?
Queries such as “How was
your day?” or “What did you
do today?” will often garner the
answer “It was ok”, “I can’t
remember” or even “Nothing”
it can be very frustrating.
However, often this situation
has less to do with any reticence on your child’s part than
with our own lack of skills. Usually, your children aren’t trying
to be awkward; we simply aren’t
asking the right questions.
If inquiries are too vague your
child may not know where to
start; what you need to do is
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Try to adapt question time to their needs:
if they are sitting quietly wait until they are
obviously feeling chatty

A large part of their education comes from the
friendships they build

offer specific questions. Try
asking, “What did Mrs Brown
say about your story/music

School is a whole different world for them

Try to keep up with developments in your
child’s friends’ lives too

Try to ask specific questions about their work

project/show and tell?” These
types of questions are not only
easier to answer but they also
TENERIFE ::
Good Smoke San Eugenio
Avenida de los Pueblos, 29C Headquarter
Good Smoke Las Américas
Parque Santiago 3, local número 86
Good Smoke Fañabé
Calle Bruselas, 10
Good Smoke Adeje
Plaza Cesar Manrique, 11
Good Smoke Puerto Santiago
Avenida Quinto Centenario, Ed. Vigilia, 2
Good Smoke Los Cristianos
Calle Amalia Alayon, 1
Good Smoke Callao Salvaje
Calle El Jable, Supermercado Stock
Good Smoke Las Galletas
Calle Luis Alvarez Cruz , 1
Good Smoke San Isidro
Calle El Mirador 2 Loc.2
Good Smoke Las Chafiras
Dentro del C.C Hiperdino Local 21
Good Smoke El Médano
Calle Alemania, 1
Good Smoke Candelaria
Calle Obispo Pérez Cáceres, 22
Good Smoke Santa Cruz
Calle San Francisco, 6
Good Smoke La Laguna
Calle Herradores, 52
Good Smoke Taco
Carretera General del Rosario nº 7
Good Smoke La Orotava
Polígono Industrial San Jerónimo,
C.C Hiperdino
GRAN CANARIA ::
Good Smoke Maspalomas
Avenida de Tirajana, 35 Local 4
FuERTEvENTuRA ::
Good Smoke Fuerteventura
Centro Comercial el Campanario

demonstrate that you are taking a real interest: enough to
remember they had finished a

project and that today was the
day it was due in.
Don’t always concentrate on
their academic work either.
Include questions such as
“What food did you enjoy
today?” “Who did have you
lunch with?” and “What did
you do at break time?”
Ask about their friends as
well and encourage children
to talk through any fears or worries they may have by saying
things like, “Is there anything
you don’t like” and “How did
……. make you feel?” Never
discount any worry as being
ridiculous or unimportant –
take every problem your child

tells you about seriously, but
don’t make a big issue out of
anything, and always present
a positive view - children pick
up on their parents’ feelings as
much as on their words.
No matter what they are talking about, listen carefully to
their answers and make an
effort to remember details so
you can store more questions
for another day.
Picking the right moment to
chat is also important. Some
children need to do something active before they can
settle down to conversation,
whilst others are tired when
they finish school and don’t
feel like talking until they’ve
had a rest. It can also be easier to chat whilst enjoying a
shared activity or at dinnertime, so everyone has something else to concentrate on as
well: your child may feel less
pressured. It may also depend
greatly on the kind of day they
have had; try to work around
when they are obviously in a
chatty mood.
Children won’t want to give you
a rundown of their whole day,
but if you think carefully about
what you’re asking, remember
details, and really show you are
listening to them, you will soon
find that conversation becomes
easier.

Can you write?
Do you have an inquiring mind? Are you: enthusiastic;
reliable; positive; IT literate; able to work without
supervision and willing to work the occasional evening or
weekend?
Island Connections requires a part-time English editorial
assistant to work flexible hours.
This post would suit: A school leaver to combine with
further studies; a working parent or someone semi-retired.
Preference will be given to individuals with: An English
education; a driving licence and own vehicle; a good level
of spoken Spanish or willingness to learn.
Please send a CV and covering letter stating
why you believe you are a suitable candidate to:
editorial@ic-news.com

