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Geothermal resources

Nemesio Pérez, Antonio Morales and Raúl García Brink (l-r) presented the positive results of the first phase

"If we could find useful geothermal resources on our
island, it would be like winning
the lottery" said Gran Canaria's Island President Antonio
Morales at a recent press conference in the capital.
Together with Nemesio Pérez,
Director of the Canary Islands
Volcanological Institute Involcan, and the Island Energy
Councillor Raúl Garcia Brink,
he recently presented the
results of the first phase of the
study. About two years ago, the
first steps were taken to gen-

erate electricity from water
heated by the earth and examples of this can be found in
France, Germany and Iceland.
If thermal water at a temperature of around 150 degrees
Celsius is found, it could be
used in a binary cycle power
plant, as the system works from
a temperature of 105 degrees.
The first phase, in which
€535,000 were invested,
most of which was financed
by the Island Council, and
€100,000 by Involcan, consisted of a geophysical, geo-

chemical and geological survey. "This is comparable to a
blood test and X-ray examination of a human being" Morales
explained. The result is positive and proves that there are
usable water resources, especially in the south and south
east of the island. In a further step, which will consume
another half a million euros
and take about one and a half
years, three points are now to
be determined at which test
drillings will then be carried
out in a final phase.

Each of these wells is
expected to cost six million
euros to dig and must therefore be well placed. They will
penetrate two and a half kilometres into the earth. What is
important for the researchers
is the location of the usable
water and how easy it would
be to extract it. The simpler it is, the more economical the project will be. "The
costs of geothermal energy are
roughly comparable to those
of wind energy. Together with
the use of the wind and sun
and the Chira-Soria hydroelectric power plant, geothermal
energy could be an important
step towards supplying us with
mainly self-sufficient energy
from renewable sources"
explained Brink.
"Geothermal energy has been
treated like a stepchild with
ignorance and inactivity in the
Canary Islands. The geothermal potential of the island has
been known for a long time,
but the institutions did not
want to know about its use.
The situation is different in
the Azores, where more than
60,000 people are already supplied with electricity generated
from geothermal sources" Pérez
remarked ironically. In Gran
Canaria, the second phase
is now under way in order to
identify as precisely as possible the most promising points
n
for test drilling.

Intergenerational project

One, two, three...
tell me again

Within the framework of the project 1, 2, 3. tell me again,
the Tenerife Island Council has launched an intergenerational programme to strengthen the links between the
younger and older generations, for the benefit of both.
The Ansina socio-cultural dynamisation programme is being
carried out in cooperation with primary schools and homes
for the elderly. It’s intended to stimulate the exchange of
experiences and knowledge and the organisation of joint
activities, involving two collectives which despite their
age differences, have a great deal to say to each other.
Such activities are also considered to be a key element
to active ageing.
In a first meeting of primary school classes from Santa
Cruz and La Laguna at a retirement home in their city,
stories and poems were read, and together they created
a short story and some illustrations, during which above
all, they laughed together.
The Ansina programme has been in existence for almost 30
years and is based on four cornerstones: a healthy lifestyle,
social awareness, participation in social life and learning, and
active leisure. In this way, the physical, psychological and
social well-being of senior citizens is promoted continuously
and in a varied manner. In addition, senior citizens are integrated into society. Ansina looks after more than 200 senior
citizens’ centres where they regularly carry out various programmes to revitalise everyday life for the residents. n
Photo: Cab. Tfe

16

The young and the old have fun together and inspire each other

Finally Tenerife, finally the Canary Islands.
Gianni Conti is already active in 45 countries - from Portugal to Russia - throughout all the world: France,
Spain, Germany, Denmark, Latvia, Japan, Canada, United States, South Africa, even Vietnam and China.
Today Gianni Conti is also active in Adeje/Las Americas with an all-round personal store and a collection of
over 350 bag varieties: from classic to vintage and fashion, with the latest trend of colors.
Professional briefcases for businessmen and businesswomen, keychains, wallets and much more. In the Gianni
Conti store you don’t just buy a product, you also breathe an all Italian atmosphere: the coffee machine is
always ready to make you an espresso, laced with Varnelli or Meletti, distinctive of Marche, our region. For our
non driving customers we will be glad to offer a glass of excellent Prosecco.
Confident of the fact that we’ve whetted your curiosity, we’re guessing that you’re already starting your car
or calling a cab... to get to us.
Our girls will be there, ready and more welcoming than ever to receive you, always with a smile on their faces.
All that remains for me to do is to wish you a good visit.

Elio Contigiani
CEO
GIANNI CONTI STORES IN TENERIFE
Adeje
Avenida Barranco de Las Torres - Los Olivos
(Exit 81 Autopista del Sur TF1 - Next to Lidl Supermarket)
Costa Adeje
Centro Comercial The Duke Shops
Centro Comercial Siam Mall
Puerto de La Cruz
Calle de la Hoya, 41

gianniconti.com

GIANNI CONTI POINTS OF SALE IN TENERIFE
Costa Adeje
Hotel Iberostar Sàbila - Blow Project (Planta - 2)
Arona
Centro Comercial Parque Santiago III - Evelino
(Locales 108A, 135 y 136)
Brillit Calzados Calle Central, 4 - Las Galletas

EASY PARKING, FREE SHUTTLE BUS, FREE COFFEE, FREE PROSECCO

